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12114; E well knowing, that we are and have been'miſ-repreſented to the people of hls and other Natlons, as 
_—_ well by particular Letters from friend to friend, as by publick intelligence in pamphlets and news books, 
by which means we have been rendred odious in the eyes almoſt of all, and as It were mace aby-word, 
and 2 hiſſing to all ; Were notwithſtanding willing according to the requirement of our Saviour,Luke 
21.19» Tnour patience 10 poſſeſs ourſouls, and (ilently to wait upen our God, for a clearin of our In- 
EL nocency, and the cleanneſs of our kands in his eye-fighty but lately having had a view of a Declaration, 
= dated the 12 of December laſt, made by ſome perſons of the particular Judgment, in which ſome others of 
; E©&\g another perſwaſion have joyned, to the which in ſeveral particulars we cannot inthe leaſt aſſent to ; we 
EP ASSES therefore thought it our bounden duty, for the vindicatlon of tht truth which woarein prelenc profeſſion 
EZ S andpraQice of, as alſo fearing left they having declared to publick view, we by our filenceſhould be 
ooked upon, either to be of the ſame Judgment with thera in what they have declared, or elſe guilty of all or ſome of thoſe five 
pargiculars they in that Declaration ſay the Baptiſts in generaſarecharged withall z have therctore ſer pen to paper, and ſhall firſt 
give particular of the ſaid five charges, and chen as In the prefence of God Jay dawn our real Judgments, and perſwaſtonsgroun- 
ed upon Scripturerecord,to thoſe charges 3 by which it will be appatent that we are noeguiley of them at all, and that we differ from 
the ſaid Declarers inpoint of Judgment ; and if we ſha'l in any thing therein dercgate from the mind of God, we ſhall deſirein 
the Spirit of love to be reified by better Judgmen:s fromthe word of &ruch, and ſhall think our ſelves kappy gainers in ſuch a 
Chriſtan reproof. Say they,we being miſ-repreſented to the Nation ; | - 
I. Asſuch as are oppoſure to Magiſtracy+ | Ree 
2, That we would deftroy the Publick Miniſtry of tbe Nation, who differ from us in ſome things about Relrgion, 
3. That we docountenaxce the people called Quaters, #1 their Irregwar profAice. : 
4: That we do endetuour atulleration of all miſcarriages in 1hings eccleſiaſtical and civil, under pre-ence of Liberty of conſcience, 
S. That we deſire 10 murder and deſtroy theſe that differ from us in matters of Religion. 
Tothe firſt, we poſicivelyſay, that we are ſo far trem oppoſing Mayiſtracy, as that i 


agi t would beco us matter of great rejoycing 
to know who were our Magiltrates, Bur far greater toſceſuch ſe: up whoare men fearing God, and hiting coverouſneſs, thar ſo 
_ might be duly executed wi: hout reſpect of perſons, and Fudgment run down like water, and righteouſneſs like a mighty 

ream, that ſo there might be no more leading into cap: ivity, and that complaining in our fireers might have an end; But for 
our partsto take aca nal weapon inour hands, or uſe the leaſt violence either ro ſupport orpull down rhe worſt, or to ſetup or 
maintain the beſt ofmen, we look not upon jc to be our duty in the leaſt ; much leſs to have athought of endeayouring to ſet up 
our ſelves, eitherdireRly or indireRly;: for were we Abillitated and furniſhed with ſuch endowments as might render us capable of 
being Rulers, yertcould wenot allow our ſeſyesro aRas Magiſtrates, becauſe we area people c7oſen out of the World, Fohn 15. 19, 
And look upon our ſelves as Pilgrims and ſtrangers in thecarth, Heh,11. 13. 1 Pet. 2, 1x, Rut this we know to bethe mind of 
God, from Rom. 13, the beginning, i Per. 2:t;3. Tit 3+ 2. that weareto be [ubjeF to, and notto reſiſt the powers, becauſe they be 
ordained of God 3 and as God ſetsthem np, ſo ke requires his Sons and daughters to render to them Tribute}Cuſtome, Fear and Ho- 
nonr, Rom. 13, 7. And we further declare, T hat ix is our bouncen dnty in obedience to our Goad,to pray for Kings, end all that are int 
authority, 1 Tim. 2.» So that weareſo far from oppoſing them, as that we (ay ir is our dutyto obey them, inall civil things, 
tha: are agreeable to the mind of God, and if they ſhall requireany thing from ns that is contrary to his mind and will revea/ed in his 
holy Scriptures of :ruth, we ſxy we are not to relift them, bur if in conſcience we cannot obey them, then we are patientlyto 


| 


that it is,our real Judgment aFtotkings ſpiritual,notto own them as our Law-givers1a thelezſt, for there js ove Law-giver which 5s 
able 0 ſave aud to deſtroy, fam, 4.12. which is the Lord, Tſa. 33. 22. And therefore It they thall ar any time Impoſe upon us, Laws 
in point of worſhip, thar Is either to worſhip a falſe God, orthe true God after afalſe manner, we by Gods affiſtance ſhall tell chem 
with Shadrath, Mefpach,and A bednego, Dan. 3. 16. That we arc not careful to anfwer them in char matter, yer ſhall not violentlyre- 
fiſt, but with them patient]yſuffer under them as aforeſaid. 
= Tothe ſecond, That wo would deſtroy the publick Miniſtry « 1. 2. bout Religion; We do 
declare that if cherebe a deſtruRion ſatended berween us, we muRt leave It atth oO Judge between the 
al-ſecing God the ſearcher of all hearts and their own eonſclences, what they bave intended by thelr ſo often prefling Parliament men 
from time to time, for a ſupprefſion of all thar are not oftheir Judgment In matrers of Religion : and upon ſearch made, it they 
find themſelves guilty of adcfire of any ſuch deſtru&len to us,we ſhall beg them in Gods fear, to break off that evil by timely re- 
pentance, and make their pe ce with God; as for our parts, weare ſo far from deſiring any revenge againſtthem, or any other that 
thall defire or endeayour eur ruin, as hat in the preſence of God, weſhall rather pitcy then envie ther, and according to the re- 
quirement of our Law-glver, Mart, 5.44- pray ſor them,agd their converſion, not at all intheleaſt defiring or endeavouring their 
confuſion : That there are many things wherein the publics Miniſtry of the nation and wediffer, in matters of religion, both 
in doQrine and diſcipline, is very clear, and that wedelign or ſo much as deſire the de{trnRion of rhem, or any other perſons what- 
ſoever, for ſuch differences,or any other matrers concerning our ſelves, we hope In our further anſwerto this, and rothe fourth and 
fifth particulars,we {hall manifelt :o be as clear, and alſo therein diſcover our ſelves to be the peaceable Lambs of Chriſt, John 21, 
x 5. the great Shepheard aud Biſhop of our ſouls, 1 Pet, 2. 25. 1 Pet. 5, 4. H.b. 19. 22, Who doth require us to learn of him, ſor 

| bz lowlyand meek, Mat. 11. 2.5, yet notwichRtanding,we do declare, when or wherever ſome of us ſhall conveniently mee withany 
ef them, either inprivate or in publick, we ſhall reſolve ( G-d 3ſlilting us ) te contend earneftly with them fer the faith once delivered 
z0the Saints, according tothatexhorration of the Spiric of God, by his Apoſtle, Tide 3. and againſt them and all oppoſitions and 
oppoſers wha ſocyer, as good Souldicrs of Teſas Chriſt, 2 Tim. 2. 3. fight 1he good fight of fatth, 1 Tim. 6. 12, In which combate 
we are confident, we neither ſhall haz 3rd life, nor draw blood, fer throu, h mercy we canſzy, with our Apoſtle, 2 Coy, 10. z, 4 that 
#hough we live inthe ficſh, yet we wary not after the fleſh, for the weapens of our warfare arc not carnal» - 

Tothe third, That wecountenance the people called Quakers in their It regular prafice, Tothis we anſwer,and God is our witneſs 
welle nor,that we arefo far from coumenancing the Qugkers or Our ſelves in any Iccegular praQtice,as that if we our (elvesbe found 
in any ſuch a&tings, weſhall nor violently oppeſe, bur parlently ſubje& ro ſuch ors aa as the breach of ſuch Laws cals for; it 
would have beenwell, if the aſſerrors had declared wherein this Irrfgular praQtice doth conſiſt, that ſo we might havegiven 
a more particular anſwer, yet we hope by what hath and ſhall be declared, it will eafily be judged, that we for our parts areno fuch 
people asthe Baptiſts generally are reported, >nd (ome thew themſelves to be. | 

T'othe fourth, Thar we endeavour 4 tollerationof allmiſcarriages im things Eccleſiaſtical an4 (/i vil under pretence of Liberty of Conſcience, 

' If by indeavouring acolleratlon of all miſcarriages in things ecclefiaſtical,tke afſertors inrend amongſt our ſelves in our own aflem- 

blies ; we ſhall anſwer themas inthe preſenee of God, the ſearcher of all hearts ; That we are (o far from any ſuch toleration,as that 

weatthis very day go under a reprozch by that people weformerly walked withal, becauſe in the reality of our ſouls, and the integricy 

of our heatts,we cMnot allow of ſome things, thag we judge to be of that nature amongſt them, we well knowing, thartthe Lord | 
Chriſt requires a perfe& obſervation of, and a univerſal obedience to all things whatſoever he commanded; Mat. 28, 20. And | 
that as well ro whar hath been 1aid down by his ApoRiles,piven In by the incomes of that Spiritthat wasto lead them into all truth, | 
and to ſhew them things co come, Fohn 16, tz, whick arealſothe commands of Chriſt, x Cor. 14 37. 2s to thoſe that werelaid 
down by himſclf, Fohn 18. 12, 15, ſothat we poſitively fay,that iſwe ſhall allow of any miſcarriages either in DoQrineor Diſci- 
pline amongſt cur ſelves, to thwart the mlnd & Chriſt revealed in his Scriptures of truth, we can expe no better anſwer from kim, 
thena preclamationof our worſhip to bea vain worſhip,as once he declared againſt the Jews, Mat.I 5.9.And therefore If miſcarria- 
ges riſe amongſt us, weareto bring ſuch miſcarriages to the touch-ſtone of Gods word, and(o weigh them in the ballance of the 
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ſuffer underthem, whatever thgy thalllnflit upon us for cur non obediencero theirrequirements:and tothis, we yer furtherdeclare, | 


| the Jews in the crucifying of Chrilt, Intended the bringing the great deſign, andfore-appointment of Ged abour, As 2.23 by all 


2 Pt. 3. 9, Welod upon ittobe 
are like 3: ded ,havieg the ſame love 


nj ir Li (elves,of what 
11 others ſhould Injoy their Liberties a9 We our , | 
< an renner hcur, BER 453t the firſt and third,Mat. 30, 1, 6; 


but that all ſheuld come to Repentance, 


whole bulk of man-kind, not willinghat any { periſh, Epheſ, 5. 1,2. and therefore 


our duty to follow God as dear Children,and to walk in love 
28. Lb ow therefore do further declare,ne areas _ 
udgment loever they be; we we l knowing, ſomearecalied att ; iet of finmers, 
jo ad the Apoſtle Pau? been plucked ha was 2 tare, a perſecutors a na wp worn OT —_ auild up and Inſtruct, 
ver. ws. he hid neyer been ſuch choyce wheatgarisfie, Refreſh, E nable, _— - a__— F - G 0d Epheſ 2.1g.the Sons and 
| Corer& and Reprove,the building of God ; x. 3 g.rhe houſe of God, Heb, z3.0.rnc oo Thane re we cannot bur ſay agaln, 
Daughters of God, 2, Cop. 6. 18,Nor that bot which C hriſt is the head, (vl. 3. 19, yr l We well knowlng, that every one 
that weare as free that all o;hers ſhould Injoy c Liberties inthe things of God,as we our (elves, ty according to whet they 
muſt give an account of himſelf ro God, Rong. 1 3. for e very 020 ſhall receive tbe things done - t ' y rs | iberniies 
have done,whether it be good or bad, 2 Cor. 5. 1M48-25-34» 4% Burelther to procure Vn - m ger d' [9-hat only and alone 
by force of armes,or the leaſt yiolence,we can| no warrant from the Scriptures of truth in the Cit we ma flee into another ; and 
rule that we walk by, for all the remedy that wed there reeorded is, thatit they perſecute y in ox Co 47 12. 19; andSafat 
this we ſee 2 Red by our Saviour himſelf, Tohn + and by his patents, Mat 3.14. and the Apo c "ot Aock of God gone beforc us, 
Panl,Afs 9.25, 26. 1 Cor. 11.23. Andtofyour Maſter, and totread In the _— . 33 
we Judge it very (aſe; but to reſiſt by force ofnes,or uſerhe leaſt violence,we juoge UNWar 20rs of R eligion. 
To the fift and laſt particular, that we wounurther and deſtroy thoſe tha drffer from us 12M ts uch leſs religion or Chiiltl- 
To this we cannot bur anſwer, that ſoto ve Judge werenot ſo much as Cee ce ful and widdowes,not to make 
anity z bur our Religion is, pure «xd undefibefore 0d and our farber, which 1s tO ra , 'y ir Relations, tobring them under 
facherleſs and widdowes; and to viſit them igeirafflictions, not to murther ane ornroy & "radi one anocher for murthering 
affliQions : butto this we further anſwer,thatt|and the ſourth particular We judge ſeem to phe her, nor inthe eye of reaſon can 
-and deftroying for diff:rente in matters of Rgion,and liberty of conſcience cannot _ Og pn Hee of religion, deſtroyes 
they be charged againſt one and the ſame pens, for murthering and deſtroyingtor Gi "ak" - dif-rencein matters of religion 3 
liberty of conſcience, & |iverty of conſcience ſwows up & drowns murtkering, & de LES 'A oftlo writof; in 1 Tmm.1.7. not 
ſo that it argues,that the aſſertors of theſethingxe yet in Babylon and confuſion, w ith t : c wry wed in order to thediſcharg- 
knowing well what they [ay, nor whereof they do aſe 3 yet notwithſtanding, ſeeing we 27 hy apy de ae oa judgments, 35 tothe 
ing our ſelves of this confuſed burthen, we/all in the ſinglenE!s of our ſouls yer farthcr w” £ 2 chree fould ſword in Scriptures 
main intent of the charge,which is murthering aj diftroying 3 «nd addthis further,that we read © | : 

1. The Sword ofthe Spirit, whjchis the wotof God, Ephe/.6.17-+ 

2. The Sword of Juſtce, which is the Magitates word, Rom. 13-4+ LEES ; 

3; The Sword of teele, uſualy ſocalied,whids the ſword of laughter, Fſa.t.20. EXC 34 "ns inthe Lord,end in the powet of bis 

T he firſt ofrheſe we are required to taketo ugnd pat 01, Eph. 6.18,13,!'7 and Thus to be ſtrong for it is mighty through God,to the 
might,whoſe might was evidenced once,ag1in ar again,by uſing this {word skilfully Met k. 4 Laff the knewledge of God, and brang= 
pulling down of [irongholds,cafling down immaginigons,end every high thing,ghat exalietþ47 ſe v4 'S d is profitable for dofrixe,ſor reproof » 
ing into captivity, &c. and having in a readineſto revenge all diſobedicnce, 2 Cor. 10:4 52% fe 1 Rt all good workes, 3 Tim. 3-16» 
for correfion, ſor iuftrufion in rightcouſneſs,thithe man of God may be perfet, thorowly 3 kneſs of his world, Ephel 6.12. nr 
17, for we wraſile not with fleſh and blood, buagainſt prinſcipalities,powers,the par, F <> Ach and not ſpirit, who ſhall be 
for nor againlt the Magiſtrates, Parliaments, no Armics of the worldythe beſt of whoſe Rirengtht 
deſtroyed together, Tja: 31.1.2,3.Mat. 26.58, 

As forthe {word of juſtce, or the Magiſtrites | 
which ſword takes revenge on no man before heve ap 
cording to the fa proved given, and then an inmell 
for the putringthis ſword inexecutien. 

But the ſword of ſlaughter without examination or due conli 
ing of fricnds a5 well as enemies, witneſs thoſe flaughrers; wickaworbflbeyyyy = 

And for our aCting in this iword, wecan find no warrant fromScriptures in the leaſt, for that [word Bette RE 
Peter and another of the diſciples, andthat by an immediate commiſlion from Chriſt, the work being finiſhed for which it was 
intended, wc find an immediate and peremptory command for the ſheathing ic again; and vhis pay. rendred from the lip of 
truth ir ſeit, ſor all they that take the ſword ſhall periſh with the ſword, Mar.26.5 2. for whoſoever will ſave bj life, ſhallloſe it, Mat, 
. i . and we find no colleration in holy writto the people of God for the drawisg it againintheleaſt, nelcherby precept or ex<. 

Burt leaſt this countermand, ſhould not be looked upon to be a ſufficient warrant for Irs cominuanee [n it 
of God for the time to come, the Lord Chriſt amongſt ſeveral other weighty things, 
them to us, by Fohn the Revelator, is nor b:ckward to remind them and us inthem of ir again, as a matter of no fall concern- 
ment; ( And as we judge ) leaft it ſhould notbetaken lo much notice of by us in this our day, as he would have lt, he bringeth 
it in, In the midſt of a diſcourſe,not long before the riſe of the man of fin, when one of the h82d$of the beaſt is wounded 138 it wareto 
death, and that deacly wound was healed, Rev.1z. 3.Intimating thus much as weapprekend, that as Kinglypower hath had a 
wound in theſe Nations, evenasit were untodeath, ſo we know that the deſign of God ſhall be broughc abour ; and theScrip:ures 
mult be fulfilled, for that deadly wound ſhall be healed, Rev. x3. 3. and we finding the ſpirits of the generalicy of the people of the 
three Nations, very high in this junQure of time, inthe behalt of Kingly Government, [ike I(rael of old, 1 $am.$. (o that by the 
face of things as they appeartous in this laſt canes wedodiſcern asthrougha glaſſ: darkly,thatche deadly weundis now going 

| to be healed, although we do really judge, that ſeveral that are in preſent eminent power, intend noſuch thing, no more then 


| 


word, weareto beſubjeR to it as we have ſully declared, andnotto refiſt ity 
rehended,charged, heard;and by good evi 


dence convicted, and __ we 
nten 
ate commiſſion given to an executioner, according to the fact and ſc 3 


nnd ack 


deratlon, is many times put in execution to the {lay 


$ place by the people 
ſent to the ſeven Churckesin Aſea, and in 


| which we judge, that caution was intended cheifly to us, upon whom the exds of the world is come ; and leaſt we ſhonld not be ſo 
mindfull of our duties as he would have us, he mikesasitwerea Proclamation,to beſpeake our better attention, to what heintend- 
eth and ſalth, Rev, 13, 9,10. He that bath en care ro bear lethim hear, he that leadeth into (uptivity, ſhall go into Captivity, be that 
killeth with the ſword; ſhall be killed with the ſword; here is thetaith and patience of the Saints, that whilſt others are leading 
| Into coptivity and killing withthe ſword,to pull down or ſet up this or that Power,nuin or Government, th give + deadly woundta 
Kingly power,orto heal that deadly wound again,that then the People of God ſhould in theirpatience poſſeſs their ſouls, & inthe midi 
of theſe revolutions, exerciſe their fai h as oneethat Prophetdid, Heb.3.17. and faithfully todeperd upon God tor his prefer - 
vation and proteion, keeping themlelyes pure and undchiled from leading into cap:ivity, or killing wikh the ſword, lealt they 
themſelves be led into caprlvity,and bokilled bythe ſword, thereby evidencing themſelves to be the peacable flock of Chriſt, choſen out 
of the world,Lohn 15.29, and following their Mafter the Lord and Prince of peace , Tſa 9.6, 2 Theſ.3.16. being regulatcd by his te 
quirements In the Goſpel of peace , Romane 10. if. Epyefiats 6, 15+ having received from the Gol of peace, Rom* 
Ig. 33. Rim.16, 20. 3 Cor. 13.11. that ſpirit, whoſe fruits is love, joy, peace, long ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith meeineſs 
- and ramperanee, againſt which there is no law, thatas they are Chriſts,ſothey ſhould evidence that they have crucified the fleſh with the 
affeftions and lufts, Gal. s. 32, 23, 24. but luſt being not crucifiediit breaks forth into wars and fightings, for when men luſt and have 
not, then they kil and defire to have, Tames 4.192, and when the people of God ſhall aR thus, theſpirit of God brands them wi h | 
thoſe Ignominious names of adulterers and adulirefles, informing them, that what they are fighting for 1s enmity againſt God, and 
that if they obtain ir they aret enemſes to God, Tamer 4.4, and we well rnowing, that whilſt we are frizndsto the world weare | 
enemies to God, dare not in theleaſt, haveto do intheworld, ſo asto ſer up our ſelves; or to fide with any elther in ſetting 


SanQuary, and finding them eith:r to0 heavy or too light, that ls, elther adding or diminifhing from or to the mind of Chriſt, we 
ooh irs 1 i; :cord.for therepulating obſuch milcarriages, according to the nature. 
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up, or pulling down, and how can a magslove totheworld be cyldenced more, thea in yemering his life fori:, according to that | 


| 
| 


do withthem,in ſuch matters,for we ſy, they are without as ro us; 1 Cor. Ferz,13.Andfo welogk upon our ſelves to be as to them: 


in doQrine and diſcipline, is very clear, and chat we delign or lo Much 3$ dehre the QEnTUTTrone 
ſoever, for ſuch differences,or any other matrers concerning our ſelves, we hope in our further anſwerto this, and rothe fourth and | them to us, by Fohn the Revelator, Pardo 


fifth particulars,we (hall manifeſt :o be as clear, and allo therein diſcover our ſelves to be the peaccable Lambs of Chriſt, Fohn 21, ment ; (And as we judge”) leaft it ſhould not betaken (o much notice of by us in this our day, as he would havelt, he brlaget 
x 5. the great Shepheard and Biſhop of our ſouls, 1 Pet, 2, 25. 1 Pet. 5, 4. H.b, 19, 25, Who: doth require us to learn of him, ſor | it in,Inthe midſt of a diſcourſe,not long before the riſe of the man of ſin, when one of the ho2dsof the beaſt is wounded,as it we to 
b: is lowly and meek, Mat.11. 2.54 yet notwirhRanding,we do declare, when or wherever ſome of us {hall convenient] y meat with any death, and that deacly wound was healed, Rev.1 3. Z-[ntimating thus much as 7 rekhend, that as Kinglypower hath had a 
of them, either in private or in publick, we {hall reſolve ( 5-d aſſiſting us ) te contend earneſtly with them for the faith once delivered | wound in thele Nations, even as it were untodeath, ſo we know that the defign of God ſhall be broughcabour ; and theScrip:ures 
20the Saints, according tothatexhortation of the Spirit of God, by his Apoltle, Tude 3. and a ainſt them and all oppoſitions and | mult be fulfilled, for that deadly wound ſhal] be healed, Rev. x3. 3. and we findin 
oppoſers wha ſocver, as good Souldicrs of Teſas Chriſt, 2 Tim. 2. 3+ , fight hegood fight of fatth, 1 Tim. 6. 12, In whick combate 
we are confident, we neither ſhill haz I>4ife, nor draw blood, for throu, h mercy we canſazy, with our Apoſtle, z Cor. 10. 3, 4 that 
#ho1gh we live inthe fieſh, yet we wary not after the fleſh, for the weapens of our warfare are not carnal- 

Tothe third, That we countenance the people called Quakers in their Irregular prafiice, Tothis we anſwer,and God is our witneſs 


, , "v g the ſpirits of the generality of the people of the 
three Nations, very high in this junQure of time, inthe behalt of Kingly Government,[ike I(rgel of old, 1 $am.$. (othat by the 


face of things as they appeartous in this laſt _ we dodiſcern asthroughaglaſſ: darkly, hatche deadly wcund is now going 
| to be healed, although we do really judge, that (everal that are in preſent eminent power, intend noſuchthing, no more then 


| the Jews in the crucifying of Chrilt, intended the bringing thegreat deſign, andfore-appointment of Gcd abow', As 2.23 by all 
welle nor,that we arefo far from coumtenancing the Quakers or our ſelves in any ati, 5 praQice,as thar it we our (elves be found | Which we judge, that caurlen was intended cheifly to us, upon whom the exds of the world is come ; and leaſt we ſhonld not be ſo 


in any ſuch attings, we ſhall not violen:ly oppeſe, but patlently ſubje& ro ſuch penalxies as the breach of ſuch Laws cals for; it mindful! of our duties as he would have us, he mikesasitwerea Proclamation,to beſpeake our better attention, to what heintend- 
would have been well, if the aſſerrors had declared wherein this IrcFoular praRice doth conſiſt, that (o we might havegiven | eth and ſalth, Rev. 13. 9,10. He that bath #1 care 0 bear lethim hear, he that leadeth into ({aptivity, ſhall go into Captivity, be that 
4 more particular anſwer, yet we hope by what hath and ſhall be declared, it will eafily be zudged, that we for our parts areno ftuch killeth with the ſword; ſhall be killed with the ſword; here is thetaith and patience of the Saints, that whilſt others are lcading 
people asthe Baptiſts generally are reported, »nd (ome ſhew themſelvesto be. | ; | Into coptivity and killing withthe ſword,to pull down or ſet up this or that Power,naan or Government, th give 2 deadly woundto 

Tothe fourth, That we endeau0ur 4 tollerationof allmiſcarriages in things Eccleſaaſticalan4 (i vil under pretence of Liberty of Conſcience, | Kingly power,orto heal that deadly wound again,that then the People of God ſhould in theirpatience poſſeſs heir ſouls, & inthe midi 
' If by indeavouring acolleration of all miſcarriages in things ecclefiaſticahtke afſertors incend amongſt our ſelvesin our own aſſem- | ef thele revoſutlons, exerciſe their fai-h as oneethat Prophetdid, Heb.3.17. and faithfully todepend upon God tor his preler - 
blies ; we ſhall anſwer themas in the preſeneefof God, the ſearcher ot all hearts ; That we are ſo far from any ſuch toleratlon,as that | vation and proteCtion, keeping themlelyes pure and undchled from leading into cap:Ivity, or killing wkhthe ſword, lealt they 
weatthis very dzy go under a reprozch by that people weformerly walked withal, becauſe in therealiy of our ſouls,and che integricy | themſelves be led into capelyity,and bokilled by the word, thereby evidencing themſelves to be the peacable flock of Chriſt, choſen out 
of our hearts,we chnot allow of ſome things, thay we judge to be of that nature amongſt them, we well knowing, thatthe Lord | of the world;lohn 15.19, and following elr Maſter the Lord and Prince of peace, Tſa 9.6. 2 Theſ.3.16. being regulatcd by his re» 
Chriſt requires a perfe& obſervation of, and a univerſal obedience to all things whatſoever he commanded; Mar. 28, 20. And | quirements In the Goſpel of peace , Roman 10. if. Epnefiats 6. 15+ having received from the Gol of peace, Rom 
that as well ro whar hath been laid down by his Apoftles,given In by the incomes of that Spliritthar was to lead them into all truth, | 15. 33. Rim. 16,20. 2 Cor. 13. 11, thac ſpirit, whoſe fruzrs is love, joy, peace, long ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith ,mecineſs 
and to ſhewthem thingsco come, Fohn 16, x 3, which arealſothe commands of Chriſt, 1 Cor. 14 37. asto thoſe that werelaid | and tamperanee, againſt which there # no 1aw, thatas they are ChriRs, ſorthey ſhould evidence that they have crucified the fleſh with the 
down by himſclf, Fohn 18. 12. 15, ſo that we poſitively fay,that if we ſhall allow of any miſcarriages cither in DoQrine or Diſci- | affe7ons and lufts, Gal. 5. 22, 23, 24. but luſt being not crucifiedir breaks forth into wars and fightings, for when men luſt and have 
pline amongſt cur ſelves, ro thwart the mlnd ef Chriſt revealed in his Scriptures of truth,wecan expe@ no better anſwer from him, | not, then they kil and defire to have, Tames 4.1,2. and when the people of God (hall aRthus, the ſpirit of God brands them wi h 
thena preclamationof our worſhip to be a yain worſhip,as once he declared againſt the Jews, Mat. I 5.9.And therefore If miſcarria- | thoſe Ignominious names of adulterers and adultirefles, informing them, that what they are fighting for 15 enmity againſt God, and 
ges riſe amongft us, weareto bring ſuch miſcarriages to the rouch- ſtone of Gods word, and(o weighthem in the ballance ofthe | rhat if they obtain ir they aret enemſes to God, Tamcs 4.4, and we well rnowing, that whilſt we arefrizndsto the world we are 
SanQuary, and finding them eith-r roo heavy or too light, that ls, elther adding or diminifhing from or to the mind of Chriſt, we | enemies to God, dare not in the leaſt, havero do intheworld, ſo asto ſer up our ſelves; or to fide with any either in ſetting 
arethento repair tothoſe wholſom? lawsle't us in Scripture recordgfor therggulating obſuch milcarriages, according to the nature | up or pulling down, and how can a mansloye totheworld be evidenced more, theo in venteting kis life fori:, according ta thar 
of hem, as :hey are private or pu'-!i:k, or more or lels in their ſeveral agravati ns ; and asthey arecommitted by perſons ſtanding | ſaying of cur ſavicur, Toha 15,13. | 
in ſuch or {uch relations: we fy the more of this, becauſe molt perſons think, and many do nor Rtick to ſay, that we live andaQ in And we furcher declare, thar as weareto be a peaceable people upon the account of ation, ſowe lcok upon it to be cur Cuty, 
chings Ecclefialticai as Libertines, and without Church government, bccauſe we withdraw-our (elves from the publick aſlewblies z | to keep our ſelves from oaths, Ingagments, anl Covenants, either for or againfi this orthar perſon Government, or Perſons whatſo- 
Bu: did ſuch per( »ns rightlyconſider,whar the diſcipline of the Miniſtry of the Natlon is, in their Parochlal afſemblies, whoprofeſs | ever, For becauſe of SE ARING the Land wurneth, Ter. 24. 10, For the Lord hath a controverſie with the Inhabitants of vthe L and. 
themſelvesto be che true Spouſe and Church of Chriſt, and compare kt with the mind of Chriſt :eyealed inthe Scriptures of truth, | Becauſe there is no tru h, nor merey, nor knowledge of God in the Land, forby SWE ARING, andlying, and killing, and 3tcal- 
waoglives Lawsco his Church, which is that body of whick he himſelf Is the head, Epheſ. 4.1y, 21,22, Col, 1. 18, +, 19, They | ing, and committing Adultery,they. break forth, and blood toucheth blcol,faith the Prophet, Hoſ.4.1, 2,3. and ſaith the ſame Propher, 
would then find themſelves to be the Libertines and not we; andeherefore we ſhall earneſtly defire all that are unacquainted with | Hol. 10. 3,4. they have ſpoken words, $SWE ARING falſly in makinga Covenant, T H 11 $ judgement (pringeth up as Hemlock in 
the true diſcipline ofthe Church of Chrift, well to "gg! and ſeriouſly to conſider the'e ature Laws of Chriſt, in thatcaſe pro- | the furrows of the field; and we not knowing what the Cabbiner Counſell of God is in th's our day upon the account of Goverment, 
vided, 2 Tim. 3.16. > Tin. 4. 1, 2, Epheſ.$.11. Mat.15.15. 1Tim.s.12, 19, 20. 1Tim. 6, 5. 1 Tim. 1. 20, Tit. 3, to, | darenotintheleaſt, have ſo mach as a thought to ingage in any ſuchtkingyleaff we be found fighters «gaivſt God, according tothe 
2 Theſ. 2 15. 2Theſ. 3 1v. 1Cor. 5 4, 9411, The which as we will anſwer the contrary at the great day of account,we dare not | ſaying ef Gamaliel, though in another caſe, As g.3 9. 
in the leaſt wiltully violate or nezl:&, But if by miſcurriages In things Eccleſiaſtical, they meanthat we endeavour a Tolleration And therefore do declare our reſolution herein, that we ſhall not ( God aſſiſting us ) enter in:toany ingagement whatſoever up- 
of a!l miſcarriages among it them in their aſſembles, we ſhall in the preſeace of God clear ourſelves and ſay,we have nothing at allto | en any ſach acceunt,yer ſhall this ſay again, that we ſhall mor violently refit the impoſers , of any ſuch ingagements,bur ſhall pai» 

ent'y ſuffer the penalty of our non-obedience as aforeſail. 

And we further declare as inthe preſenceof God, who is the ſearcher of all hearts, that as it hath been ſome of our greattrouble 
for a long time, ro ſee ſome of thoſe that are inthe ſame faith and order with us, ſoaRingz (o it is now become eveg an oyerwhelm- 
ing burthen upon our ſouls,to ſce them generally runing ſuch a precippitant courſe, by which aRings of cheirs,the mouths almoſt of - 
all menare opencd againft them,2nd thar truth they profefſe,mofl ignominieufly branded and reproached, And therefore wefurther 


And if any one ſhall ſzem to be troubled at this rerm Wichour,and obje& and ſay,thar we areall the Creation of God, and what need 
theſe expreſſions of. (tand at a diftance, I am more holy thr you; To (uch we (hall anſwer iq the Spirit of Love and Meckneſs, and 
God is our witneſs without AUSTENTA LION, That iris true, allthe Sons and Daughters of Adam, arethe Sons and | 
D1wphters o! God by creation, but ſew by regenera: ien and adoption; for many are called but few are choſen, Mat, 20, 16. for not | 


the bearers of the Law,but the docrs ſhall be juftified, Rom: 2 13+ And not every one that ſaich, Loyd Lord, fhall entey into the King- | delclare,that in the fight of God, Angels and men,thatwe bear our Teſtimony againſt them in their preſent aRings, and cannot ſtand 
dome of Heaven,” but be that doth thewill of the Father, Mat.7. 21. We well know, that many will ſay thete arc hard ſayings, and 


by them, nor have eommunſon with them therein, nor with thoſe that ſtrengthen their hands in ſtanding by them ; and muſt tel] 
cannot well bear them; But ro ſuch we ſhill givea direQion in our Poſt-ſcript, where from oneof us they may expe, 2nd we hope | them in the words of our Saviour, Luke 9.55. That they know not what Spirit they are of; for, the Sonof man (their Mr, ) oame nor 
a'ſo find good (2:isfation as to the rearm Withour. to deſtroy mens lives but to ſave them; The Premiſes conſidered, we ſhall appeal tothe judgements of all rational men, whether we 

That we own Liberty of Coniclencewe confeſs, but under that or any other pretence,to endeavour a coleration of any milcarriages | are guilty of what we are charged withall or not, yet if they ſhall ſtill g0 on netwithſtanding, to uſe us reproachfully for the 
either iackings Eccieſiifiical or Civil, we havegiven (we hope)fu!l Catisfalon, for ſeelng iris the will of our Maſter to have theTarcs 


name of Chrilt, we ſha} be ſo far from endeayouring or defiring a revenge, as that inthe words of Chriſt, we ſhall In our 
and the wheat growtogether till the Haryelt, Mat. 13. zo. And that our Heavealy Father doth exerciſe his long.ſaffcring tothe | requelts at tht throne of grace, crie out and ſay, Father forgive them they know uct what they do. =» 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Oraſmuch,as the (aid deciareis in their an(wer to the firſt perticdlar In their Declaration,do callthe T ndependants ind P reſbyterzans their Chriſtian friends, the which hovrever It Is they ſo complement with them, yet in reallity (we judge )they cannot own them 3s ſuch 

upon a Scripture account z as aiſo becauſe one Mr, WilliamſeAlleyn,in a book lately by bim publiſhed,inticuled, A Retyafation 10 Seperation, In which booke inthe whole currant of i:,all the Scriptures that he brings, which were written by the immediace direCtion 
and incomes of the Holy Spirit of God, to the Churches as they were in the faith and order of the Goſpel, he appliethto, and alſo for,and in the beklf of Epiſcopal, Tndepcndants, and Preſbyterians, who are oppotite both to the DoQrino and dilipline of thoſe 
Churches,%he intendng thereby ro p:rſ[wade us it poſſible , ro a beliefe that they are the true and viſible members of that body , of which Chrilt isthe head z rhe which book, by Gods agjRance, Is intended ſuddenly to be anſwered by one of our ſocelty, who 
reſolvcth tointirle ir, The RetraFarors work Scaned, or the conceptions and ſappoſals of Mr. Willirm Alleyn,regulared by Scripture record;in which, with other things, a Goſpel belterer, ora true Church of Chriſt, upon 3 Goſpel account,is intended to be ſtated, the which 
ſs hoped wiil be ſoplain, that it may prove inſtrumental to the undecelviag of (omethat are under adeceipr by meanes. of that and ſuch deccipt! u! diſcourſes as that is 3 in which anſyer lt is farther hoped, chat rhoſe that are unſatisfied with our tearme }/7thout,in our 
anſwerin our Declarationto the fourth particular,miy receive alſo good ſatisfaion,and in the mean time we defire all to take notice, that thouzh we thus ſpeake, yet we have gocd thoughts of thoſe friends that go under thoſe denominations , and do own them 
and all others of aJl other opinions whacſoever,, in unien, ſo far as they own God, Chriſt and their truthes; but ro own the beſt of mento be members of that body of whick Cht:iR is the head, and ſoro havecommunien with them , eirher to make them our 
mou:hin Prayer to God for us, or Gnds m2uth in ſpeaking forth his truths ro us,or in breaking of bread at the table of the Lord,we cannot own them in the leaft, our reaſons we hepe will be fully laid down in the anſwer tothe ſaid book, | 


Henry Adv. Richard Pilgrim. William Cox. = In the behalf of themſelves, andthoſethat walk with them. 
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Andif auy man ſhall queſtion the retſon why there are no more Subſcribers to this long D&<laration,we muſt anſwerthem in the ſorrow of our hearts, inthe Language ofthe Prophet, Aicah7. 1. Woe 

25 45, for we are as when they have gathered the Summer fruits, as the grape gatherings in the Vintage, there is no cluſters to eat. verſ. 2. The god man ts periſhed out of the earth, and there 1s none upright a- 
mongſt men , they all lie in wait for blood : they hunt every man his Brother with a ner. verl. 3. That theymay do evil with both hands earneſtly, the Prince asheth, and the Fudge aiketh for a reward: Andthe 
Fall be ths parrots hu miſchicvars deſire : ſo they wrap it up. verſ. 4. The beſt of them is 4s a brier, the moſ# upright #« ſharper then a thorne heage : the day of thy watchmen, and thy viſitation cometh , now 
all be their perplexity. | | 


- _- 


For thus ſaith the Lord by his Prophet, 1/a. 59.2. Your iniquities have ſeparated between you and your God,and yoar fins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. verl. 3. For your hands are deſi- 


led with blood, and your fingers with iniquity, your lips have ſpoken lies, your tongue have muttered perverſencſs. verl. 4. None calleth for juſtice, nor any pleadeth for truth : they truſt in vanity, and ſpeak lies , 
they conceive miſchief,and bring forth iniquity. verſ! 5. They hatch cockatrice egs, and weavethe ſpiders web : he that eateth of their eggs dieth, and that which is chruſhed breaketh out 4nto a viper. verl. 6, 
T heir webs ſhall not become garments,neither fall they cover themſelves with tbeir works : their works are works of iniquity, and the alt of violence us in their hands. verſ. 7. Their feet run to evil, and they make 
haſt to ſhed innocent Blood, their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity, waſting and deſtration is in their paths, nerſ. 8. The way of peace they know not, and there is no FTudgment in their goings: they have made 


them crooked paths, whoſoever goeth therein, ſhall not know peace, verſ. 9.-Therefore i judgment far from us we wait for light, bat behold obſcurlty : for brightneſs but we walk in darkyneſs.And ſo read onto 
the 18,verſ, and verſ. 18, According to their deeds,accordingly he will repay,fury to his adverſaries,recompence to bus enemies to the Iſlands he will repay recompence. 

Bur leſt any man ſhould think usto be what we 3re not, by what hath been Inſerted in our paper, after our ſubfcriptions,we ſhall in FINE declare;that inthe preſence of God we fight not agaiaſt ſfinnersbut their ſins,againſt finful Ations and notperſons,as they 
woe _ uch Apart wane in _ _ of our nativity; Roe bao ſhalearneſtly beg all of all ranks and qualiries,to ſet themſelves #1 the work of ſelt eximination,and totakethat good advice from the Lord by his Mroguetes Fr * _ eek - may a 
ciean put away tne evitoſ your doings from veſore mine cyes, coaſe 10 docuil,andlearnto do well, ſeek judament, relieve the o:preſſed,judee the fatherleſ3,plead for the widdow;z( TO WHICH ) ifye be willing axdobedient, ye ſhall eat the good of the Land, but if ye refuſe an 
rebel,ye ſhall be deſtroyed by the ſword, for tho mouth of the Lore bath ſpoken it, verſ, 19, 20, f Som. It noch a, hon ah. Med - 4 A : gd ed con : bs | , 


Andro our diſſenting Brethren, we thall give that Chaiſtian advicegthat the Apoſtle Paul once gave tothe Corinthians, 2 (or, 7-1.That they cleanſe themſclves from all flthineſs of flefh and ſpirit, yerfefing holineſs inthe fear of God. | / 12408 
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